
Tennis Court Dimensions: A 
Complete Guide 
Understanding the dimensions of a tennis court is essential for both players and enthusiasts. 
Whether you're setting up a court at home, designing a professional venue, or simply curious 
about the game, knowing the standard measurements is key. In this article, we’ll explore the 
exact dimensions of a tennis court, including both singles and doubles play, as well as the 
different sections of the court that make it up. One key aspect to note is the tennis court 
width, which changes depending on whether you're playing singles or doubles. 

What Are the Standard Dimensions of a Tennis Court? 

A tennis court is a rectangular area that is divided into two halves by a net. The size of the 
court differs slightly based on whether it’s being used for singles or doubles play. The 
general dimensions for a full-size tennis court are as follows: 

● Length: 78 feet (23.77 meters) 
● Width for Singles: 27 feet (8.23 meters) 
● Width for Doubles: 36 feet (10.97 meters) 

The court is divided into two equal halves, with each side containing a baseline at the back, 
a service line, and a net in the center. Understanding these dimensions is crucial for setting 
up the court correctly and ensuring the game is played within the standard rules. 
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The Sections of a Tennis Court 

A tennis court is divided into several key sections, each serving a unique purpose during 
play. Let’s break down the important areas of a court: 

1. Baselines 
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The baselines are the lines at the back of the court, marking the boundary for length. These 
lines are 39 feet (11.89 meters) from the net. Players often stand near the baseline when 
preparing to return powerful shots or when engaging in rallying. 

2. Sidelines 

The sidelines define the width of the court. For singles play, the sidelines are 27 feet apart, 
while for doubles play, they are extended to 36 feet apart. These lines help mark the 
boundaries of the court for the respective formats of the game. 

3. Service Boxes 

The service boxes are the two rectangular areas on either side of the net where players 
must serve the ball. Each service box is 21 feet (6.4 meters) in length and 13.5 feet (4.11 
meters) in width. The server must land the ball in the opposite service box during each 
serve. 

4. Net 

The net stretches across the middle of the court and stands 3 feet (0.914 meters) high at the 
center. The net’s height gradually rises to 3.5 feet (1.07 meters) at the posts, which are 
positioned just outside the singles sidelines. The net separates the two players or teams and 
plays a central role in dividing the court during rallies. 

5. The Center Line 

Running perpendicular to the net, the center line divides the service boxes into two equal 
halves. The center line is vital during serving, as the server must serve the ball to the correct 
side of the opponent’s service box, based on whether it is an even or odd game. 

Differences Between Singles and Doubles Court Dimensions 

While the overall length of a tennis court remains the same for both singles and doubles 
play, the width of the court changes based on the format being played. Here’s a breakdown: 

Singles Court Dimensions 

For singles play, the court width is narrower, measuring 27 feet (8.23 meters). This is the 
standard width for most competitive play, whether on professional courts or casual 
recreational courts. Players will typically position themselves near the baseline or the service 
line, depending on the nature of the rally. 

Doubles Court Dimensions 

For doubles play, the court width expands to 36 feet (10.97 meters), adding an additional 9 
feet (2.74 meters) to each side of the court. This wider court allows for more space for each 
team to move and cover, which is why doubles tennis often requires different strategies 
compared to singles. 

Other Important Tennis Court Measurements 



In addition to the standard dimensions outlined above, there are a few more measurements 
that are important for understanding the layout of a tennis court: 

1. The Service Line 

The service line runs parallel to the net and is located 21 feet (6.4 meters) from it. This line 
marks the area where the server must land the ball on the first serve in each game. The 
server must ensure the ball crosses the net and lands in the opponent’s service box, which 
is defined by the baseline and the service line. 

2. The Center Service Line 

The center service line divides the two service boxes in half, providing a clear division for the 
server to aim for during each serve. The line is crucial for ensuring that serves are correctly 
placed on the opponent’s side of the court. 

3. The Doubles Sidelines 

The doubles sidelines are the outermost lines on the court that mark the boundaries of the 
doubles court. These sidelines extend the width of the court from 27 feet to 36 feet, allowing 
extra space for two players on each side of the court. 

The Importance of Correct Court Dimensions 

Having the correct court dimensions is crucial for ensuring that tennis matches are played 
according to the official rules. Whether you’re building your own court or simply playing at a 
local tennis club, adhering to these measurements ensures consistency in gameplay and fair 
competition. 

Additionally, knowing the dimensions of a tennis court allows players to understand the 
strategy behind positioning, serving, and rallying. The differences in court size between 
singles and doubles play significantly impact movement, tactics, and shot selection. 

Understanding tennis court dimensions is key to enjoying the sport and improving your 
game. Whether you’re setting up a court, playing for fun, or competing in a match, knowing 
the exact measurements can help you better navigate the court and understand the flow of 
the game. With the right knowledge, you can optimize your training, gameplay, and court 
setup for the best possible tennis experience. 
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